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Michigan Athletic Equity Q & A

Q- Is the primary reason for the seasons lawsuit by Communities For Equity (CFE), against the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) to help a couple moms get help to get their daughters better college volleyball scholarships?


A- No, since MHSAA intentionally chose to discriminate against only female athletes by making them play 6 of their sports out of season, to in their words ?balance facilities and officials usage?, while not scheduling any male sport out of season and would not voluntarily balance this harm between girls and boys, the lawsuit was primarily meant to make MHSAA end their obvious and intentional discrimination against gir 

Q- When were the seasons that girls participate in basketball, swimming, tennis, golf and soccer changed to out-of-season with the time of year that boys play them in, Michigan and most other States and why were they changed?

A- The seasons these 5 sports are played in were changed in 1972-73, at the same time when Michigan schools first began allowing females to play interscholastically.  In 1972-73 when Michigan schools voted to make this change, they did so against the wishes of women, in fact, the women coaches at that time filed a lawsuit to stop the change.  The reasons MHSAA decision makers (almost exclusively males) gave at that time that the change of seasons was made, was that it would allow the current male coaches of male teams, the ability to also coach the female teams.  It was also to keep female athletes from negatively impacting the unlimited use of training and event facilities by males.  However, the change also squeezed out field hockey for females.  Field hockey was and is a valuable college scholarship vehicle for females.

Q- Prior to 1972-73 when seasons for female sports were changed to be out-of-season, who coached female athletes?

A- Actually, MHSAA had a longstanding rule that only females could coach females, but at the same time in 1972-73 when the female sports were changed to be out-of-season, the MHSAA rules were changed so that either males or females could coach females.  The result of that change allowed the situation to exactly reverse so that almost all of the coaches of female teams, then became male coaches.

Q- Do student/athletes and schools both benefit by those individual sports where males and females both play in-season with each other?

A- Yes, when boys and girls play in-season with each other they and the school benefits by synergies available to travel, compete and train together in representing their school as a combined school team, as they now do in track and softball/baseball.  In addition they would both then have the full benefits of college recruitment and scholarship opportunities.

Q- Because volleyball is played in the winter in Michigan, instead of the fall season for schools in neighboring states and for colleges and universities, isn’t the overall skill level of volleyball athletes higher, access to club volleyball less expensive and access to college recruiters greater?

A- The overall skill level is lower in Michigan, the cost of club volleyball higher and access to college recruiters less in Michigan.  In the winter, Michigan volleyball athletes are in their season and thus are less prepared to participate in the USA Volleyball playoffs when and where scouts nowadays observe many girls from nearly all states in competition.  Michigan volleyball athlete’s miss the exemplary other training volleyball athletes from other states receive since the Michigan volleyball athletes are competing in their regular season, when the other training is offered.  In addition, Michigan female athletes participating in out-of-season sports cannot be considered for All-America selections.

Q- Won’t changing the seasons sports are played in be complicated?

A-Yes, it will be complicated.  But Michigan can learn how to manage the seasonal switch effectively from the 48 other states that schedule female volleyball and basketball, as well as other sports, in the appropriate seasons.

Q- Will changing the seasons have more positive good then negative harm?

A-Yes.  For example, in volleyball, which MHSAA does not sponsor for boys (but should), females will be able to be viewed by college recruiters more readily.  In basketball and other sports with tournament opportunities for both sexes, female and male student athletes will be able to represent their school more often at the same meets, and both will be able to play with schools in neighboring states.

Q- Getting coaches could be harder if the seasons are changed.

A-It would be harder for the boys’ basketball coach to also coach the girls basketball team, but it would open the door for more coaches to come in, especially more female coaches.

Q- Do male and female athletes play the same number of games and have the same length of seasons for sports they both play in?

A- In most cases they play the same number of games, but in most cases the season for females is shorter, sometimes many shorter, limiting females on receiving adequate training and practice to achieving the highest level athletic skills.

Q- Didn’t MHSAA do a survey of Michigan school districts and didn’t 472 of 573 MHSAA district representatives want the seasons to stay the same?

A- The survey did have that result, but the people who voted were approximately 90% males who would want to keep things the same.

Q- Won’t there be a problem with competition for gym time if the females play basketball in the fall?

A- No.  Right now there is already competition for gym time between “female” volleyball and “male” basketball in winter.  So, scheduling female basketball instead of volleyball for fair use of the gym should not be difficult to arrange.  Again, some 48 states manage to have females and males use the gym for basketball in the same season, alternating favorable and unfavorable hours of practice and play.  Schools that have been requiring females to play volleyball in winter on the balcony or in the cafeteria will have to check with other schools to have both sexes use the gym at equitable hours.

Q- If there is competition for gym time, won’t the girls get stuck once again with the inferior facilities.

A- No.  If some accommodation is needed to schedule all matches, then the law would require the inferior and superior facilities to be rotated and shared equally by males and females.

Q- Hasn’t MHSAA made improvements benefiting female athletes in Michigan?

A- To the extent that MHSAA could create benefits for females that don’t change the rules and practices that favor males, they have done so.  The Association has added competitive cheerleading to its roster of female-only activities.  But, cheerleading, although it can require much skill, is not a recognized sport under Title IX, and the Association offers no comparable opportunity for males.  Cheerleading, competitive or not, should be a coeducational activity for girls and boys alike, with both sexes cheering together for male and female games.

Q- Don’t the 1,300 individual member senior and junior high schools vote to set their own schedules?

A- In line with the rules mandated by MHSAA, the individual schools might be able to adopt their own schedules.  Any schools conducting sports in their own choice of season would not be able to participate in Michigan state tournaments, and might very well be expelled from the Association for not abiding by an MHSAA Regulation in conducting sports in the wrong seasons.

Q- Isn’t it the schools who chose the current system and shouldn’t it be the schools who decide what it should be?

A- In the vast majority of cases the deck is stacked against females when approximately 5 of the 22 members of the MHSAA Representative Council are females and approximately 90% of the people who select MHSAA Representative Council members and respond to MHSAA surveys are male.  Only one of the women now on the representative Council was elected and 3 of the 5 women were among those selected by the men and only have 2-year terms.  If left to such people to decide make changes that would be fair to girls, it is highly unlikely anything will ever change.

Q- Since some 35% to 40% of Michigan student athletes are women, shouldn’t there be a mechanism to ensure that the diversity of the MHSAA Representative Council reflect that?  Beyond that, a mechanism is needed to ensure that MHSAA monitor and report any unfair treatment of benefits to either boys or girls?

A- Yes.  The Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) could help make sure that MHSAA does this.

Q- Don’t most sports writers in Michigan think the lawsuit is ludicrous?

A-They may, but aren’t most sports writers in Michigan males who also think the status quo is fine?  Are they not the same sports writers who barely cover female sports now?  In addition, people in sports administration and media coverage have become used to focusing on one sex at a time, with females in the “wrong” seasons.  If both males and females played in the same seasons, sports writers and sportscasters could cover the progress of the females and males of a school in the same articles, placing more responsibility on the media people to cover the sexes equitably.

Q- If girls receive more, in order to achieve fair treatment to girls, won’t that hurt males?

A- If those involved in planning do a good job, males won’t have to lose any sports; they may lose the right to dictate and always receive the preferential treatment to which they have become accustomed.  Cutting male sports and allowing more college scholarship opportunities in nearly all sports for females pits the sexes against each other, causing rivalry, resentment, and, indeed, hostility between them, all because of the vast numbers of team members and scholarships for males in football..

Q- Aren’t there academic hardships that females always face, by always having to play on two school nights while the males only play on one school night?

A- Yes.  And in this process, males also get to play in prime time (Friday nights) in the male football and basketball seasons.  If other students in the school have limited budgets, they will tend to buy tickets for the male prime time games.

Q- Don’t girls consistently receive lesser facilities when they play in State tournaments, are assigned shorter seasons, and receive inferior symbols of recognition and so on.

A- Yes

Q- Isn’t the lawsuit against MHSAA requiring MHSAA to make sure girls receive equal support by cheerleaders, bands, pompon persons, concession/ gate sales, (district & booster) financial support, printed programs for their games, pep rallies, equal quality facilities for regular season competition, etc.?

A- It does not. These kinds of equitable treatment issues need to be addressed and agreed to by each local school district, either as a result of a Title IX complaint or as required by the Department of Education.

Q- What can parents do if they feel their school is not being fair to male or female athletes?

A- Bring it to the attention of the school and if they won’t respond, file a Federal or Michigan Office for Civil Rights complaint.  Contact Tom Wilson at 734-283-5482, wybearfan1@aol.com or go to http://www.MI-Gender-Equity.com for information.

The above answers have been reviewed for accuracy with various equity experts.  If you wish to comment on this information, please contact Tom Wilson.

